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Firearm injury ED visits increased during the current quarter (Jan-Mar 2022) across all intent 
categories. However, the number of firearm injury assaults and visits of undetermined intent remained 
similar to the number of visits seen during the previous 12 months. 

The number of firearm-related injury ED visits in March 2022 was similar to March 2020 and 2021. Number of 
Visits
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Firearm-related injury ED visits increased from January - March 
2022, but were lower than in previous years.

firearm-related
ED visits from Jan-Mar 2022

There were

1,155 825 
compared to

from Jan-Mar 2021

Some counties and groups experienced a 
significant increase in firearm-related injury ED 
visits for January - March 2022.

Most firearm-related injury ED visits (67%) from January - March 
2022 were for unintentional injuries.

County-Level Groups with Significant Increases in Firearm-
Related Injury ED Visits in Q1 2022 vs. Prior 3-Year Average

The table is limited to top 15 county-level groups with the highest percent 
increase from the mean. There were a total of 22 county-level groups with 
significant increases in firearm-injury ED visits.

NH = Non-Hispanic
Note: Signicant is defined as an observtion count for Q1, 2022 that is > 2 
standard deviations from the mean of observations for Q1 of 2019-2021.
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Storing Ammunition Separately
Storing ammunition in a locked location separate from 
firearms can reduce the risk of firearm injury, especially in 
households with children. 

County Count Annual Rate

Firearm-Related Injury ED Visit Rates by NC Public Health Region: 
Apr 2021-Mar 2022

Note: NH (non-Hispanic); PI (Pacific Islander); AI/AN 
(American Indian/Alaskan Native)

Race/ethnicity unknown or other for 8% of encounters

Rates of firearm-related injury ED visits were highest in the northeast, 
southeast, and central parts of the state, and lowest in western NC. 

Over half of non-suppressed 
counties (46/85) had annual rates 
lower than the state rate of 42.9 
firearm-related ED vists per 100,000 
residents. Ten counties had rates of 
100 per 100,000 residents or 
higher.

† Rates are calculated using the most recent 
12 months of data and 2020 population 
estimates. Counties listed in the 'Highest 
Rates of Firearm-Related Injury ED Visits' 
table will likely change each quarter. 
Therefore, the counties listed this quarter 
cannot be generalized as the top burden 
counties for the year.
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