Firearm-Related Emergency Department Visits in North Carolina

Quarter 1: January - March 2026

There were compared to

940 firearm-related 945

ED visits from Jan-Mar 2026 from Jan-Mar 2025

Total Firearm-related ED visits in 2026 decreased by
1% compared to 2025.

Firearm-Related Emergency Department Visits: 2022-2026*
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Firearm-related injury ED visits decreased from January - March

2026.
Firearm-Related Injury ED Visits by Month: 2024-2026
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The number of firearm-related injury ED visits in January - March 2026 was similar to the number of
visits in Quarter 1 of previous years.
Coding guidelines for firearm injury intent changed on October 1,
2025 from a default of unintentional to undetermined.
Firearm-Related Injury ED Visits by Intent: Apr 2025-Mar 2026
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Due to coding changes, undetermined/unknown firearm-related injury ED visits were the most frequent
during the current quarter (Jan-Mar 2026), while unintentional firearm-related injuries remain low
because they are no longer the default intent.




Rates of firearm-related injury ED visits were highest in Public Health Region 9 experienced the highest firearm-
Hertford, Northampton, and Bertie counties. related injury ED visit rate over the last 12 months.
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highest rate of 88.3 visits per 100,000.

Counties with the Highest Annual Firearm-Related

Injury ED Visit Rates: Apr 2025-Mar 2026 Black residents and young adults experience a

disproportionate burden of firearm-related injury ED visits.
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Follow best practices for safe gun storage AUANNH e visits but only 21% of the
In homes with guns, one in three youth ages 13-17 report that they could state's population.
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For more information, visit https://ncdetect.org
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